
1 

 

It goes without 

saying that one of 

the best days of 

the year, not only 

for the                 

residents of 

Durham, but                   

people up and 

down the country 

is the annual 

Durham Miners 

Gala, and this year 

was perhaps the 

best in recent 

memory. 

 
We enjoyed                 

wonderful weather 

and perhaps the 

biggest crowds we have seen for some time. It was wonderful to see so 

many people celebrating the mining heritage of Durham and the                    

surrounding villages.  

 

I really enjoyed catching up with everyone, and joining those marching 

with their local banners, such as the Sherburn Banner Group whom I 

joined in the morning. I would like to thank all the members who got             

involved this year. Your time and dedication ensured that once again, 

the Tea Tent was a huge success, and the best place to go for much 

needed refreshments!  

City of Durham CLP Report — July 2017 

Roberta Blackman-Woods MP 
Working Hard for Durham 

Constituency & Community News  

Durham Miners’ Gala 2017 

The Bowburn Banner on its way to the Old Racecourse 
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The General Election 2017 

I must begin by thanking all of you for the hard work that you put in during 

our successful General Election campaign. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This election saw a huge increase in the majority for Labour in Durham, 

and this was down to our efforts speaking to voters on the doorstep. 
 

Despite this being the second such election that we have fought in two 

years, and the local elections this year as well, we say hundreds of people 

helping out and getting involved in our successful, positive campaign. 

 

We were also asked to help our colleagues in Bishop Auckland, and you 

all did a fantastic job supporting Helen Goodman throughout her 

campaign.  I am sure that, like me, you were delighted to hear that              

Helen retained the seat, holding back a strong Conservative push. 

 

Although Labour had great success across the country, these results 

mean that we do not currently have enough seats to form the next 

Government. However, we must celebrate our success here in Durham, 

and get ready to continue campaigning across the constituency. 

Roberta at the University Hospital of North Durham 

Local Campaigns 
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Immediately before we started our                 

General Election campaign, we were of 

course supporting our County Council 

candidates in in the local elections.  

 

The campaign saw members across the 

whole constituency door knocking,                  

delivering leaflets and telephoning voters 

all the way up to polling day on 4 May, 

and all candidates ran a hugely positive 

campaign.  
 

 

 
 

 

I would like to offer my congratulations to our 

returning and newly elected councillors, as 

well as my commiserations to those who 

were not successful, and to those who sadly 

lost their seats. Everyone fought a great cam-

paign, and worked really hard, so I would like 

to extend my thanks to all those who stood 

for election, and everyone who helped and 

supported our fantastic candidates. 

County Council Elections 2017 
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As well as focussing on the  

local and General Election                          

campaigns, we continued 

to hold campaigning                  

sessions in the Market 

Place on a number of              

important issues. 

 

I was delighted to see a 

number of members join in 

to highlight the                     

ongoing crisis in our NHS. 

Those who came along 

spoke to lots of people 

making their way through 

Durham on the lack of 

funding and continued privatisation by central Government  

                                           

                                                                 

We also held a campaigning event 

in the Market Place to focus on the 

effects that schools cuts would 

have in the area, with Durham 

schools set to lose an average of 

over £900 per pupil by 2020. 

 

Again, I was delighted to see so 

many members come along and 

help spread  the message that the 

Tories cannot be trusted with 

providing a good quality education 

for all our children. 

 

We will continue with our events in 

the future, and I look forward to 

seeing more members out                      

campaigning in Durham.   

Campaigning in Durham 
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Roberta visits local schools 

I was delighted to 

recently have the 

opportunity to visit 

a number of local 

schools to talk to 

the pupils about 

the role of an MP, 

both in 

Westminster and 

the constituency. 

 

It was wonderful to 

be able to speak to 

the pupils, and 

they asked some 

very interesting questions. It really was fantastic to meet so many 

young children who were engaged with politics, and I really look 

forward to visiting more schools across the constituency in the future. 

 

I have continued to notice more                

people than ever attending my                     

advice surgeries over the last year. 

With the Government’s cuts to             

local services set to continue, 

many of my constituents are                     

finding it incredibly difficult to 

make ends meet. 

 

I will continue to work to help 

those in our communities who need support, and I am  committed 

to helping local residents who are dealing with the effects of the             

unfair and divisive policies being pursued by the Conservative                   

Government. 

Advice Surgery Sessions 
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In July, I had the chance to open 

the County Durham School Games 

at the Graham Sports Centre in 

Durham. 

 

Teams competed in eight different 

sports, and it was amazing to see 

over 1000 schoolchildren in                          

attendance. 

 

This event was held in a ‘mini-

Olympics’ style and it was great to 

see so many young people really             

enthused about taking part in so 

many different sports - some                      

familiar, and others not so!  

 

I really enjoyed the morning, and it is so important that we encourage 

young people to take part in a range of sporting activities. I very much 

look forward to supporting the school games in the future/ 

Roberta opens school games in Durham 

MP supports BollyFusion event in Durham 

I recently spoke at an event in Durham called BollyFusion - a non-profit 

event aimed at promoting a fusion of Asian and British culture, and 

help foster a greater understanding and integration between the two 

cultures.  

 

There were a number of                    

different Asian food and art 

stalls, and live music and 

dance. 

 

It was a wonderful event, and I 

very much look forward to    

supporting other BollyFusion 

events in the future. 
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National Issues 

The Queen’s Speech  

  

Following the election, I wholeheartedly supported the amendment 

submitted by Jeremy Corbyn which opposed the Queen’s Speech put 

forward by the Tory Government.  

The Tories’ Queen’s Speech is a threadbare document that contains 

nothing to help the people of Durham or the country. Theresa May 

has dropped nearly all the commitments she made in her election 

manifesto, and continues to show what a weak position she is in, and 

how little confidence her Government has in itself. 

Labour would instead bring forward a Queen’s Speech that would                

actually address the big issues facing the country rather than shying 

away from taking any decisions. I want to invest in the public services 

that everyone in Durham uses, rather than cutting them to breaking 

point, ensure we pay our doctors, nurses, firefighters and policemen 

the wages they deserve, and build homes that people can afford to 

live in. 
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I was delighted to accept a new position on the Labour front bench as 

Shadow Minister for International Development. 

 

I have served on the front bench as part of the Housing and Planning 

for some time now, and I am really looking forward to getting on with 

my new role as Shadow 

Minister for International 

Development. 

 

I hope to use this                          

position to highlight the 

important role that the 

UK plays in development 

around the world, and                  

to press the                           

Government to                   

ensure we honour our 

international                             

commitments. 

Roberta takes up new Shadow Ministerial Role 

Having supported the amendment to the Queen’s Speech put forward 

by Jeremy Corbyn, I was pleased to also signed Stella Creasy’s     

amendment to the Queen’s Speech which highlighted the inequality of 

access to healthcare services for women in Northern Ireland. 

 

I am delighted that the Government has been forced to change its 

stance as previously, women travelling from Northern Ireland to main-

land Britain for an abortion were charged £900, as it is still illegal for 

women to have an abortion there. 

 

Justine Greening, the Minister for Women and Equalities, has said 

that the Government will now fund this instead 

MP supports amendment on healthcare 
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MP speaks at launch of Above the Parapet report 
I was delighted to have the opportunity to speak at the launch of the 

LSE report ‘Above the Parapet’, a project which traces the journey of 

women in public life. 
 

This report captures the experiences of women who have achieved 

high profile public positions, 

and seeks to identify the 

hurdles and challenges they 

had to overcome in order to 

benefit those women who 

follow them into public life. 

 

It is vitally important that 

women are empowered to 

enter public life, and I was 

pleased to be able to 

support this project.  

Roberta encourages women in construction 

I joined a number of parliamentary colleagues in Cardiff for the                

Commonwealth Women’s Parliamentary Conference.  
 

Among many issues discussed was the role of women in the economy, 

and I was pleased to be able to join a number of other delegates in                

discussing the role 

that women play in 

the construction                        

industry. This                  

included getting our 

hands dirty and                    

actually building a 

bridge! 
 

I will continue to work 

hard to highlight the 

valuable role that 

women play in our 

economy, and look 

forward to other such 

events in the future. 
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Supporting WASPI women 
I have continued to support women in the constituency and across the 

UK who have been affected by the changes in pension age                                   

entitlement to some 1950s born women. 

 

As you will know, over recent months I 

have helped set up the WASPI group in 

Durham, have spoken in a parliamentary 

debate on the future of state pension                   

contributions, and have worked hard to 

ensure the profile of the WASPI group                

remains high. 

 

I will keep working hard to try and get the 

Government to agree transitional                           

arrangements for those affected. 

Campaigning for Women’s Education Globally 

I was pleased to join a 

delegation of students 

from Durham 

University in 

Westminster to help 

raise awareness of the  

ONE Campaign. 
 

ONE is a campaigning 

and advocacy 

organisation of nearly 

eight million people 

around the world 

taking action to end 

extreme poverty and 

preventable disease, 

particularly in Africa.  
 

The students I met were campaigning on the importance of education 

for women across the world in helping bring families out of poverty. I 

will continue to support similar campaigns in the future. 
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Oxfam’s Red Line for Yemen Campaign 

  

I was pleased to be able to lend my                     

support to Oxfam’s Red Line for Yemen 

campaign in Westminster.  

 

This campaign called on the Government 

to abide by their obligations under the 

Arms Trade Treaty and suspend arms 

sales to Saudi Arabia, pending the                    

outcome of an independent international 

investigation into alleged breaches of            

International Humanitarian Law  

 

I am proud of our countries' support for 

the Arms Trade Treaty – but the treaty will 

only work if we lead by example. We must 

stay on the right side of the line it has 

drawn, and arms sales must not go ahead unless it is possible to                   

ensure that there are no violations of international law. 

Roberta supports the Make Care Fair Campaign 

I recently lent my support to the 

campaign to end 15 minute visits by 

carers, organised by Leonard Cheshire 

Disability. 
 

Every day many disabled people receive 

personal care, and this support is vital 

so that disabled people can do things 

such as wash, dress, eat or go to the 

toilet. 

 

More and more people requiring care 

are having to deal with flying 15-minute 

visits. These visits are simply too short 

to support disabled people with dignity, 

and I was happy to be able to support 

this worthwhile cause. 


